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Hyder Consulting is pleased to provide this Final Review Report in response to a 
request outlined by City of Sydney Council. This is a review of the “Central Sydney 
Light Rail Route Evaluation Study”, dated May 2004, prepared for the NSW 
Department of Infrastructure and Natural Resources by GHD for the Castlereagh Street 
Option 2 proposal. It proposed two way light rail running in Castlereagh Street, Bligh, 
Bent, Loftus. Young Streets linking the existing Light Rail at Central Station to Circular 
Quay. 

Hyder Consulting has examined the GHD reports and carried out a number of site 
inspections and technical assessments of the route. We have reviewed the main 
engineering and planning aspects of the Castlereagh Street option to check the 
technical feasibility and to ensure that significant engineering issues have been 
addressed and are reasonably reliable. Hyder Consulting have added value by 
examining seven additional sub route options in the northern section of the route. The 
Hyder Consulting Review of documents has been carried out in a limited time period 
and consequently has taken an overview rather than an in depth view. 

Key issues opportunities and constraints identified in the GHD reports and commented 
on by Hyder Consulting are as follows:- 

1 The Castlereagh Street Option, together with seven sub route options at the 
northern end of the route are considered in this report, that require  

� the modification of existing Sydney Light Rail Vehicles or 

� the introduction of newly designed light rail vehicles to operate successfully 
on the route. 

All routes considered in the report require:-  

� re-profiling of the existing roads and interchange roads to achieve 
acceptable operational vertical and horizontal alignments for the light rail 
vehicles and to maintain acceptable profiles for intersection road traffic and 
pedestrians. 

To gain further confidence of operational certainty it is recommended that 
following this preliminary review, detailed design should be developed to confirm 
a feasible alignment taking into account operational matters for light rail and road 
traffic, the extent of re-profiling, the effect on access to buildings adjoining the 
route, pavements drainage and existing services 

2 The Castlereagh Street option creates the opportunity to provide an efficient 
route for light rail and associated public transport connections, and further light 
rail route extensions.  

3 It will enable the restructuring of the street with the potential to redress the 
balance of priorities between pedestrians and traffic to make Castlereagh Street 
an attractive destination for people in its own right, as well as providing the 
opportunity to attract investment in urban renewal along the southern section of 
the route. 




